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* No one could have predicted the
widespread impact it would have when the
then National Cancer Association was
established in 1931.

* Today, CANSA plays a leading role in cancer
research and cancer control policy
development, as well as providing care,
support and education to South Africans
affected by the dreaded disease.
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1930’s -CANSA history

In 1931, the decision to establish the
National Cancer Association was made at
the first National Cancer Conference held
in South Africa.

The 75 delegates represented 24 bodies,
as well as individuals, concerned about
the suffering caused by cancer.
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The Memorandum of Articles of Association of the

National Cancer Association was registered in terms of

the Companies Act on 29 January 1932.




1940’s -CANSA history

War slowed down the development and

influence of the National Cancer Association,
but progress was made in cancer research in
the US.

Did you know?

1947 -Sidney Farber, in the Children’s
Hospital in Boston, puts leukemia into
brief remission with a drug

aminopterin.
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1950’s —CANSA history
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* A National Cancer Congress is
convened by the Minister of Health,
Dr Karl Bremer.

e The National Cancer Association
introduces educational programmes
to inform the public about the
importance of early detection of
cancer and healthy living.

* Clinical facilities for early detection
of uterine cancer are established and
a Durban-based laboratory performs
about 70 000 Pap smears annually.

* Dr George Oettlé becomes the first
cancer researcher to receive a grant
from CANSA in 1958 to initiate a
research programme into cancer in
South Africa.
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1960’s —CANSA history

— LOVE

FAITH . . .
e HOPE The first interim home (now known as CANSA Care

DREAN DREAM Homes) was pioneered in Pretoria, followed by similar
_— homes in Johannesburg, Bloemfontein, Durban, Cape
Town and Port Elizabeth.
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1970’s -CANSA history
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An innovative educational and
fundraising initiative called 'Toktokkie’
was launched nationwide.

BE READY

Research grants continue to be sponsored at
major universities and research institutions.

Research is of international caliber to enable
South African cancer therapists to provide
continuously improving levels of therapy to
patients.




1980’°s -CANSA history
@ uicc

As a member of the organisation known as the Union for
International Cancer Control (UICC), the National Cancer
Association hosts the UICC's Executive Committee meeting in
Johannesburg, as well as an international conference on
Oesophageal cancer in Cape Town.

global cancer control
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CANSA Care facilities open in Soweto, Langa,
Western Cape, and Bloemfontein (now
Mangaung) in the Free State, to provide a
variety of community services.
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corporate identity was developed.

CANSA’s mission: “fighting cancer and its consequences countrywide for the benefit of all South Africans in
cooperation with the community by supporting research, health education, information, care and supportive
services”.

An information service is formed to gather, archive and distribute information about cancer and CANSA's
activities to cancer patients and their families, academics, medical professionals, students and members of the
public.

The first Mobile Health Clinic is introduced in the Free State. These clinics travel to remote areas to provide
screening and early detection programmes.

CANSA, as a member of the Tobacco Action Group, play a major role in the anti-tobacco legislation of 1999 to
ban advertising and sponsorship activities of tobacco products.




2000’s -CANSA history

CANSA modernised its image, adopting a new logo and corporate message CANSA introduced its integrated three-
“Striving for a Cancer Smart South Africa” tiered (research, advocacy and health
in line with its mission to programmes) service to all people

affected by cancer and the general
public.

“substantially reduce the impact of cancer by promoting health in all
communities within South Africa through advocacy and the sustainable
facilitation of research, prevention, early detection and care”.
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The CANSA Shavathon phenomenon hits South Africa with | , Em

thousands of people affected by cancer and members of the
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The campaign continue to gain momentum each year and has
become an important event on South Africa’s annual calendar.

www.shavathon.org.za
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The global movement, Relay For Life} is
introduced in 2005 that honors and
salutes over 5 500 Survivors and
enjoys the participation of about 4 500
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CANSA's environmental awareness campaign is launched, taking a
stand on environmental issues by actively communicating CANSA's
researched-based position statement on cancer and the
environment.
e Taking its advocacy role as cancer “watchdog” to the next level,
CANSA launches the “CANSA Seal of Recognition”, endorsing products
proven to help to prevent cancer with “Smart Choice” and
“SunSmart” labels.
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2010’s -CANSA history

CANSA adapted its vision and message to that of
‘Imagine a World Without Cancer .

without

CANCER

CANSA joins the online community on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, Pinterest,
Instagram and LinkedlIn, as well as upgrading it website www.cansa.org.za to be
mobile friendly
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Three new health themes are introduced: Men's
Health, Women's Health & Youth Health.

*  CANSA participates and drives national cancer
advocacy initiatives and services as a member of the
Cancer Alliance and founder of the South African Non-
communicable Diseases Alliance.
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http://www.cansa.org.za/

CANSA’s Tough Living with Cancer (TLC) is introduced,
with the main aim of raising awareness of childhood
cancers and providing tangible care and support to youth
and families affected by cancer.

Cancer Association of Jf South Africa

Research * Educate * Support

* In 2013, organised by the UICC and hosted by CANSA, United
Nations (UN) officials, Ministries of Health and leading inter-
national decision makers came together for the first time in
Africa to discuss the growing global cancer burden at the 2013
World Cancer Leaders’ Summit (WCLS) in Cape Town.
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In 2015 CANSA honored Professor Michael Kew with a Lifetime /
Achievement Award to recognise his contribution, knowledge f—
and understanding of primary liver cancer. Thanks to his work,

a link between Hepatitis B and liver cancer was discovered,

followed by a vaccine that is saving lives. CANSA is proud to

have been a funder of Prof Kew’s research for over 30 years.
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During 2020, despite the impact
of COVID-19 and the restrain
on resources, CANSA staff and
volunteers stepped up and
achieved the following:

2020’s -CANSA hlstory
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Produced two booklets, the ‘CANSA At Home Pain Guide’ and the
‘CANSA At Home Guide for Children with Pain’ to help patients,
loved ones, families and caregivers to cope with pain management
Webinars — CANSA hosts various cancer awareness sessions,
round table discussions and events online, in a bid to make
educational information and support more easily available to the

public

NATIONAL LAUNCH




CANSA has been ranked 23rd out of the top 25
company rankings in The Loeries Official Ranking
which offers an official overview of the annual
performance across the brand communication
industry throughout Africa and the Middle East.

It is indeed an achievement, and an honour, to be
recognised amongst some of the biggest brands
and companies in South Africa in the year that

CANSA celebrates 90 years.

2021
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FIGHT BACK Toll-free 0800 22 66 22 | www.relayforlife.org.za



